Pierce County Fire Chiefs’ Association

Meeting Minutes

June 2, 2005

McChord AFB Fire Department

1. Call to Order
The June 2, 2005 meeting of the Pierce County Fire Chiefs’ Association was called to order by Vice-President Alan Predmore at 9:00 a.m.  Those in attendance were: Alan Predmore, Buckley FD; Kenneth Helgerson, McChord AFB FD; John Harris, McChord AFB FD; Greg Miller, McNeil Island FD; Mike Sanders, McNeil Island FD; Rick Bleecker, PCFD #3; Marv Cole, PCFD #3; Steve Murphy, PCFD #3; Bob Black, PCFD #5; Ron Hiraki, PCFD #5; Doug Willis, PCFD #6; Judy Murphy, PCFD #6; Jake Doty, PCFD #12; Gary McVay, PCFD #13; Andy McAfee, PCFD #14; Garry Olson, PCFD #23; Steve Bailey, PCDEM; Wayne Wienholz, PCFPB; Dic Gribbon, PSCAA; Cindy Morey, ARC; Lee Morey, ARC;  Bob Skaggs, PCFPB; Mary Corso, Bates Fire Service Training; Andrew Forrester, Fire Rescue GPO; Bruce Wood, Fire Rescue GPO; Jeff Ristoff, Tenant Works; Mike Golden, Tenant Works; and Recorder Denise Menge.

2. Flag Salute
Chief Helgerson led the flag salute and welcomed everyone.  Following the meeting today a C17 is available to go see and walk through.

3. Approval of Minutes
It was moved and seconded to approve the minutes from the May 5, 2005 meeting.  MOTION CARRIED.

4. Treasurer’s Report
Bob Black reported the balance is $5,420.64 for May.  So far there is only one team registered for the golf tournament.  We need everyone’s help if this is going to be a fundraiser this year.  Flyers were distributed.  Help is also needed for getting hole sponsors.  Teams that get hole sponsors will receive a reduced entry fee.  The golf tournament will be held at Horseshoe Lake on Friday, August 19th beginning at 1:30 for the shotgun start.  So far we have six (6) sponsors.  We really need to have twenty-four sponsors to make it worthwhile.  It was moved and seconded to approve the treasurer’s report as presented.  MOTION CARRIED.

5. Correspondence
Nothing at this time.

6. Introductions
Self introductions were made around the room.

7. Guest Speaker
Alan Predmore introduced Andrew Forrester who is the Executive Director of Fire Rescue GPO.  Andrew thanked the Association for the opportunity to be here today.  He is with Fire Rescue GPO (Group Purchasing Program).  This is an exclusive IAFC Member benefit.  They are a service provider, not sales people.  Feel free to ask questions any time during his presentation.  They are non-profit and non-commissioned.  There is nothing you have to do to join, except to be a member of IAFC.  He distributed a copy of a sample contract that they have with Zoll.  He apologized for not bringing more copies, he didn’t realize so many people would be here.  More information is available on their web site.  They are completely pro competition, if you are able to negotiate prices with your current vendors for what you could get it for through them, that is not a problem, in fact he encourages that.  Their current product list is narrow and they are probably about a year away from having any apparatus available.  They are about six months away from having a contract for hose and about three years for SCBA’s.  They are working on getting more products.  The first twelve months he was there they had no new contracts or services, he focused on building their infrastructure.  Bruce Wood is their legal counsel.  Andrew distributed various flyers and information on various products they have available.  He stated again that he can not stress enough that he is not here to make a sale.  His whole intent is to get better service for Fire Departments.  Also, another area that has been brought to his attention is building of new stations or remodeling current stations.  He brought with him some people from Tenant Works.  They are project managers that oversee and manage new construction and/or remodels.  They are there to make the projects more efficient, done on time and under budget.  Doug Willis asked where their office is located.  Andrew stated they have an office in Seattle.  At this time Andrew turned the floor over to Jeff Ristoff from Tenant Works.  Jeff stated they are managing approximately 85 million dollars in construction projects per year.  They specialize in what the needs are and follow the project from inception with realty to budgeting, scheduling, contracting, etc.  They offer management services.  They are in the process of developing a vendor list to include architects, general managers, electricians, plumbers, etc.  It should be finalized in the next three to four weeks.  Right now the list is over one hundred vendors.  Jeff stated he has been with Tenant Works for one year now.  He grew up in the construction field and has a construction management degree.  The whole premise of the program is to offer a smorgasboard with the best prices.  They are the eyes and ears for new construction or remodel projects and report back to you.  They can be used for all or parts of projects.  Andrew stated they are a service provider and they are trying to find the best quality with high level of service.  Andrew distributed cards.  This discount card will get you 30% off Sherwin Williams paint for three years.  Let him know if you need more cards to distribute to your firefighters.  When and where they can they are trying to extend their services.  They are also working on a discount program with Whirlpool.

The members thanked Andrew and Jeff for their presentations.

8. American Red Cross
Cindy reported that for the month of May they had nineteen cases, which affected 56 people.  Thirteen of the cases were over Memorial weekend.  They have been keeping busy.

9. Department of Emergency Management
Steve Bailey distributed handouts regarding technology systems for emergency response in Pierce County.  A computer lab class will be offered to go through all of the systems that are available so you know how to use them.  The Region 5 Strategic Plan was also distributed.  It is in a thirty-day review process.  Also distributed was a copy of the proposed EOC floor plan.  There have been concerns with the current EOC with physical space, technology, etc.  It has always been a great need to build a new one.  He has spent the last five years preparing this.  He recently did a presentation on this for Fire Comm and they were very supportive.  He will be meeting with the Sheriffs and Executive John Ladenburg tomorrow.  Steve went through the current EOC status as well as the proposed EOC.  Ken Parrish went through the proposed EOC floor plan.  It will be similar to the State EOC.  It was moved and seconded to support the Joint EOC concept and construction process.  MOTION CARRIED.

Ken Parrish reported on NIMS. An implementation response plan was distributed.  The template is available on line.  Please call if you have any questions or need further information.

At 10:15 a.m. Vice President Predmore called a five-minute break.

Vice-President Predmore called the meeting back to order at 10:20 a.m.

10. EMS
Nothing at this time.

11. Fire Marshal
Wayne Wienholz showed the new software used for the inspection program.  They are able to enter real time and update information while in the field.  They went to their own I/S people to design the system and so their tech support is in-house.  The county is changing everything over to PALS plus.  Wayne walked through and showed the screens of the program.  The Fire Codes are built in to the drop down fields and also has inspection history information available.  It will be available on-line soon for the Fire Service to access and look at.

Wayne reported there are forty fireworks booths in Pierce County, most of them are in Districts 6 and 21.  Information packets will be coming from his office soon if you have any in your department.  They will be pretty much the same as last year.

Wayne reported Tom Poste had surgery last week.  He is doing better now and the pathology reports came back negative.  He is recovering well.

Wayne distributed copies of the monthly reports.

At this time Chief Helgerson introduced Wing Commander, Colonel Steven Arquiette.  Colonel Arquiette stated it is impressive to see the joint efforts and mutual aid.  He thanked everyone for what they do.  Integration is very important.  He welcomed everyone and thanked them all for being here today.

12. State Chiefs/Western Chiefs
Nothing at this time.

13. PS Clean Air Agency
Dic Gribbon reported the agency is beginning emission inventory.  Also he will be contacting departments in the next few weeks regarding the number of permits for land clearing that were issued in the last year.  The proposed burn ban on land clearing will remain status quo for the next six months.  They will be holding workshops in the fall and winter.  Please call with any questions, comments or concerns.

14. PC Fire Commissioners
No representative present.

15. Dept. of Natural Resources
Chuck Frame reported the Phase I of the grant ended yesterday, Phase 2 opens and will go through September.  More information is available on their web site:  www.dnr.wa.gov.  June 20th is when the fire season starts.

16. EMS
Nothing at this time.

17. Training
Nothing at this time.

18. Education Committee
Nothing at this time.

19. Program/Speaker Committee
Alan Predmore reported he has the following scheduled:  July there is no meeting; August meeting has been moved to the afternoon, lunch at noon and the meeting to start at 1:00 p.m., at Browns Point with Pierce County Executive John Ladenburg as the speaker; September is our Joint meeting with King County.  If anyone has any ideas or suggestions for the October and November meeting, please let him know.

20. Legislative Caucus Committee
Nothing at this time.

21. Audit Committee
Nothing at this time.

22. Banquet Committee – Awards Committee
Nothing at this time.

23. Emergency Management Committee/Air Ops
Jim Jacques stated copies of the State Mobilization plan was sent out.  Their next meeting is scheduled for June 16th at 9:00 a.m. at PCDEM.

24. Fire Marshal Task Force
Vice President Predmore reminded everyone that the committee is to present to the CDC on July 11th at 1:00 p.m. at the County City Building – please mark your calendars for this.  The Fire Service concerns will be addressed and the Chiefs need to be present at this meeting.

25. Unfinished Businesss
Nothing at this time.

26. Good of the Order
Wayne Wienholz reported the burn ban season is coming up.  Chiefs with concerns please contact him and they will work together.

Dic Gribbon stated if a department decides to place a burn ban on to please notify him and he will make sure it gets put on their web site.

Mary Corso distributed S290 course flyers.

27. Adjournment
With there being no further business, it was moved and seconded to adjourn the meeting.  MOTION CARRIED.  The meeting adjourned at 11:05 a.m.

Respectfully Submitted,

Denise Menge

Recording Secretary

The next meeting will be on Thursday, August 4, 2005 at Browns Point/Dash Point beginning at 11:30 a.m.
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